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AAddvveenntt  aanndd  CChhrriissttmmaassttiiddee    

aatt  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  OOuurr  SSaavviioouurr  
 

Lunch & Lectionary every Wednesday 11:30-1:00 
 

AAddvveenntt  

Sunday, December 2  Advent I 
          8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 

             10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist  

Sunday, December 9  Advent II 
                 8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 

           10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist  

Sunday, December 16   Advent III 
                 8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 
             10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist  

Sunday, December 23  Advent IV 
                8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 
             10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 
                 

CChhrriissttmmaassttiiddee  &&  FFeessttiivvaall  ooff  LLiigghhttss  

Monday, December 24  Christmas Eve 
             4:00 p.m.  Family Eucharist 
           10:00 p.m.  Festive Eucharist 

Tuesday, December 25  Christmas Day 
            9:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 

Sunday, December 30  Christmas I 
            8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 
                         10:00 a.m.  Christmas Lessons & Carols 

        Sunday, January 6  Epiphany I  
                       8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 
                         10:00 a.m.  The Festival of Lights for Epiphany 
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FROM THE RECTOR  

 

 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 

 I have now finished my Refresher Leave and words are not adequate to express my deep 

thanks to you for the wonderful gift of time; time to rest, think, pray, read and spend time with 

my beloved Sarah.  I have missed you.  In the time ahead I hope to share with you the insights 

I have gained during this time as I rejoin you in our ministry together here at the Church of 

Our Saviour. 

 Priority number one will be reconnecting with the pastoral care of the parish.  How 

grateful I am that John Whitely and Leonard Zecchini have been on hand while I was away.  I 

also want to check in with Dawn to see what office concerns I can help with as we move into 

the Christmas season.  I will be checking in with Chipper and Elizabeth and the Vestry on 

how I can support their work.  I have some questions: 

 What insights are there from the Parish Survey and Cottage Meetings? 

 What concerns does the Vestry have as we move forward into the New Year? 

 How is the Stewardship Campaign doing and the formation of the 2019 budget? 

 How can I continue to be a value added participant in our ministry together? 

 

Advent is now here; the great forgotten liturgical season of the year and my very favorite 

time.  There is something about the fading light and the anticipation of what is to come that 

has always captured my heart and mind.  My Christmas Cactus is featured here again because 

I carefully water it and wait all year for its blossoms to appear in my 

study; it is my harbinger of Advent.  This brings me to some sharing 

of what I’ve been doing while on refresher.  Surprisingly, I thought 

that I might do some traveling.  I actually did little geographic 

traveling and instead did a wide amount of “theological traveling” and 

thinking with the help of Cynthia Bourgeault – and Episcopal priest 

and theologian who, along with others, is reviving the knowledge of the Christian Wisdom 

tradition – whose books are a treasure to read, albeit slowly.  Commenting on Bourgeault’s 

book The Meaning of Mary Magdalene, former Presiding Bishop Dr. Katherine Jefferts 

Schiori writes, “Expect a challenge, perhaps more than you’re ready for.”  Indeed, Cynthia’s 

work and thought are challenging most if not all of my previous training; it is exciting, 

enriching and I hope to be able to share some of my thoughts with you for our mutual 

reflections. 

In the season of Advent Cynthia makes me wonder if I/we are waiting for the Reign of 

God to come from beyond us or whether it comes from within us in the work that we each do 

with our consciences awake, or as the hymn says “Sleepers Awake!”  Perhaps the Reign of 

God is deeply embedded in all that there is in the mystery of God’s creative love.  This is one  

 

 

Continued… 



 

of the essential questions of the Wisdom tradition not only in Christianity but also within 

Judaism and Islam.  Within Christianity – and Cynthia’s thinking – there is a very strong 

connection with Incarnation and its deepest meanings.  How we think about the exterior and 

interior of the Christian life means a great deal, and perhaps it means everything that Jesus 

taught. 

So, that is a small synopsis of my refresher leave.  I look forward to rejoining you as we 

explore together where the Spirit of God’s divine and uniting love will take us in the name of 

Jesus. 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you, 

Hank + 

 

 

CHRISTMAS FAIR - December 1, 2018  
 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 
The set up crew has set up; the room coordinators have been busy putting on the final touches. We are 
ready to open our doors and welcome in those from our local community.   

Greeters will be passing out cider and treats and fair-goers will get to choose from our many offerings 
of handmade crafts, memories of Christmas past, Cabot cheese, chocolate Christmas trees, and an 
assortment of YUMMY cookies, jams, jellies and baked goods. We have also brought back from last 
year the gift basket raffle! The younger visitors can enjoy making their very own gingerbread house and 
everyone can enjoy viewing our Crèche display while listening to Christmas hymns played on the organ. 

And don’t forget the lunch café serving delicious stews and chili and baked potatoes starting at 10:30 
a.m. Take out will also be available this year. 

The weather is looking good for Saturday, so please join us for a fun day of fellowship with our CoOS 
family and our community. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

From Not-the-Rector – Continued… 

NEWS FOR THE NEW YEAR 
 

Annual reports are due into the parish office no later than Friday, January 4th. Conveners of all 

committees as well as parish activity/group coordinators are asked to submit reports. Please email 

to office@coosmilford.org. Thank you! 

Festival of Lights: Come join in a celebration for Epiphany Sunday January 6th at 10:00 a.m. followed by an 

informal Eucharist. 

The annual parish meeting is Sunday, January 20, 2018 and is to be held at the SHARE 

Center. On that day there will be only one service at 9 a.m. followed by the meeting and 

luncheon (all at SHARE). Please bring an item to be donated to SHARE’s food pantry! 

 

mailto:office@coosmilford.org


ANNUAL CONVENTION 
 

The Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire recently concluded business of the 216th 

Annual Convention and your CoOS delegates were on hand to participate.  

 

Delegates from across the state along with invited guests gathered the first 

Saturday in November in the newly renovated nave and adjoining common areas 

of Christ Church, Exeter. The day’s activities, which included both the celebration 

of Holy Eucharist along with conducting the business of the Diocese, were a 

joyous affair which stood in sharp contrast to the drizzly weather outside. 

 

The official actions of convention included the acceptance of reports, nominations, elections and appointments, 

including the election of our own Elizabeth Rotch who once again offered her services as Secretary to Convention. 

 

Business outside of the scheduled meeting agenda included dropping off our parish’s United Thank Offering (UTO) 

and the delivery of toys for the ChIPs (Children of Incarcerated Parents) program, shopped and paid for with your 

donations of time and treasure. In a sort of reverse offering we also picked up a couple of bags of wooden toys for 

SHARE – part of the woodworking ministry of Hal Liberty, a member of Epiphany Episcopal Church in Newport, who 

annually donates thousands of handmade toys to disadvantaged children across the state. 

 

Convention approved a balanced budget, which showed the Diocese to be in good financial shape. While the 

revenue figure decreased by 2.3%, from the 2018 budget, the reduction was supported by a reconfiguration of the 

Diocesan staff as well as reduced Fair Share adjustment support as participation improves. Continued reductions to 

the Fair Share ask is a priority of Bishop Rob. 

 

The 2019 budget supports three Mission Priorities outlined by the Bishop: 

 Renewing the Faithful – focusing on formation of both lay and clergy 

 Revitalizing the Church - focusing on increasing the vitality and energy in our communities 

 Reconciling the World - encouraging us to engage with our communities in conversation, in advocacy, and in 

witness 

 

Along with the budget, Convention passed two additional resolutions including: 

 Renewing Our Faith: a program proposal of the Commission on Ministry which calls us to “explore the way 

of love” and renew our commitment to discipleship in Christ. With a renewed emphasis on Bible studies, 

spiritual direction and evangelism, the effort will offer various opportunities for congregations and 

individuals including conferences, workshops and regional revivals. 

 Embracing the Current Call for Mentoring: a policy statement encouraging parishes to embrace the 

mentoring of our youth as we continue to support our diocesan priority of closing the achievement gap 

found throughout our communities and state. 

 

The Convention closed with a blessing of Bishop Rob who begins a three month sabbatical of reflection, rest and 

renewal. 

 

For more details about the Annual Convention you can check out the website at 

https://www.nhepiscopal.org/convention or engage any of your participating CoOS delegates. 

 
 

https://www.nhepiscopal.org/convention


NEWS FROM OUTREACH 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS & PRAYERS 

      

In this Advent season of hope and expectation, we know that Christmas will be here soon. We will decorate 
the church with our prayers for our loved ones and with poinsettias, and we hope you will continue your 
generosity in sharing your prayers and in donating to the cost of the flowers. It’s a two-part process. 

First, prayers for loved ones: Whether or not you buy flowers, if you would like to have us honor your 
loved ones with prayers of remembrance or thanksgiving at Christmas, please fill out a slip listing their names 
(found in the Sunday bulletin and Wednesday Notes). Names received in the church office by Dec. 17 will be 
included in the Christmas bulletin.  

Second, flowers: Please fill out the other slip (also found in the Sunday bulletin and Wednesday Notes) and 
submit it with your check in any amount you feel moved to contribute, with “poinsettias” in the memo line. 
Send it to the church office or put it in the offering, clearly marked. 

 
 
 

Christmas Flower Deliveries… 

We will be bringing Christmas poinsettias to several of our parishioners during the week 
between Christmas and New Years.  We will need help in distributing them to those who are 
shut-in, ill, grieving or need a pick-up at this time of year. For any plants that are left over, we 
will be inviting parishioners to take one to a friend or neighbor. 

 
The sign-up sheet will be on the table in the Akerman Room December 9th through 23rd.  If you are available to 
bring a plant to someone please sign-up next to the name of the recipient.  
 
Once you take the plant please check off to show that the plant has been distributed. 
Thank you, Altar Guild 

 

SHARE the Holidays 

CoOS will again this year adopt 
two families for the holidays. 
SHARE will send us the first 
names and wish lists for the 
children, and ideas for a family 
gift as well. We will be collecting 
donations in specially marked  

envelopes found in the Narthex and at coffee hour 
through Dec 9.  Gifts will then be delivered to SHARE 
between December 13-15.  

We hope you’ll join us to make Christmas a little brighter 
for these local families. 

 

Community Supper 

CoOS and St. Patrick Church will host our next Community 

Supper to be held on December 4th at the SHARE Center 

on Elm St. in Milford at 5:30 p.m.  Come and enjoy a 

spaghetti meal with others in the area. 

 If you would like to work on preparations 

for this meal, contact Alice 

C. 

 



  

FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  VVEESSTTRRYY 
I am not a winter person.  I don’t ski, I don’t ice skate, I am a nervous driver when the 

road is snowy or icy.   But there is one thing I love about winter.  I love Advent.  I look 

forward to Advent the same way I look forward to my birthday.  For me it is a time of 

breathless anticipation.   

I love everything about Advent.  I look forward to the readings – even if I take issue with some of them.  I have two 

books of readings that I dip into from time to time – one is called Waiting For the Light and the other is a book of 

G.K. Chesterton’s meditations.  There are also two novels that I reread just about every year – Mr. Ives’ Christmas 

by Oscar Hijuelos and How Far to Bethlehem by Norah Lofts.  They slow me down when I am fizzing trying to get 

one more thing baked or bought or wrapped or mailed. 

But most of all I love the feeling of joyful waiting.  Waiting that comes to an end when at the 

end of the 10:00 Christmas Eve service the congregation bursts out with an enthusiastic 

rendition of Joy to the World. 

Happy Advent everyone! 

Joanne C 

 
The opinions expressed in this column are the author’s own and do not represent the stated position of the Vestry 

 

 
 
CoOS WOMEN’S GROUP NEWS  
 

The Women's Group invites all women to attend our January get together.  We 
will meet in the downstairs hall on Saturday, January 19 at 

11:30 a.m.  Our focus will be on women's health and 
safety in winter weather. We hope to have a speaker 
who will guide us through some activities and helpful 
tips. 
 
Come and enjoy warm camaraderie, delightful conversations and our potluck 

luncheon.  Please sign up in the Narthex as to what you might bring to share for our luncheon.  If you have 
thoughts or questions contact Lu A or Alice C. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Libby R      Susannah H 

  Milford, NH     Amherst, NH 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2018 Budget YTD 2018 YTD Budget 

Pledge Income  $11,864.25   $  15,107.00   $ 145,674.50   $151,070.00  

Other Income  $  1,004.90   $    1,759.00   $   18,747.01   $   19,090.00  

Total Income  $12,869.15   $ 16,866.00   $ 164,421.51   $170,160.00  

Total Expenses  $16,773.82   $  17,955.00   $ 170,878.12   $173,916.00  

Surplus(Deficit) $(3,904.67)  $ (1,089.00)  $  (6,456.61)  $  (3,756.00) 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Parishioners e-mail List 

If you’re not on our list and would like 

to be able to receive our “Wednesday 

Notes” or other important parish news 

as it happens, please contact the parish 

office at 673-3309 or e-mail us at 

office@coosmilford.org. 

“You are a blessing and your ministry helps make the world a brighter 

place every day.” 

Father Hank, 

This thank you is long over due. 

Mindy and I are so thankful for you 

baptizing our daughter, Adalyn. We 

are also very appreciative of all the 

members of church that made the 

nice yellow blanket and Adalyn and 

provided the cake and food. Once our 

daughter is a bit older and wont run 

aournd screaming in church, we will 

be able to attend more. 
 

Thank you!! 

-Nate, Mindy, Adalyn 

 
 

Rev. Hays Junkin, 

One of our members was at a rummage sale at your church and she told me a 

wonderful story about the people she encountered. They gave her a carload of 

winter coats that we will give to our homeless members. Thank you for being 

Kingdom minded! 
 

Pray for One, 

Bo Chang 

Senior Pastor, Manchester Christian Church 

 
Dear Church of our Saviour Women’s Group, 

On behalf of Bridges: Domestic & Sexual Violence Support, thank you for your 

charitable gift of personal care and baby needs including: four boxes of diapers, 

deoderant, laundry detergent, femanin hygiene products, women’s vitamins, baby 

shampoo, lotion and desitin. Thank you for caring about victims and survivors of 

domestic and sexual violence. With your support we can and will end the cycle of 

violence. 
 

Sincerely, 

Dawn Reams, Executive Director 

 

December 
Birthdays 

2 Jane R 
10 Joanne L 
11 Debbie D 
12 Bob T 
13 Libby R 
17 Heidi R 
20 Curtis M 
24 Jim B 
27 Mimi H 
29 Matthew B 
 Andrew B 
 Joyce M 
30 Jackie H 
31 Dolores A 

Anniversaries  
8 Bill and Carol D 
16 Frank and Byrla B 
18 Dick and Linda D 
24 Rebecca & Heather A 
26 Heidi and Mahmoud R      

  

January 
Birthdays 

4 Nancy P 
5 Karen H 
7 Staci T 
9 Lindsay C 
10 Gordon L 
11 Chipper B 
 Holly H 
13 Leslie M 
20 Michelle R 
 Lucia P 

Hank J 
23 Frank B 
24 Fran M 
29 Edith M 

Anniversaries  
9 Fran and Laura B 
13 David & Fran M 
18 Ron & Nancy P 
28 Bob & Jenny L 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
   

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

        Forming community through Christ, 

                 serving community in Christ. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

          

         

 

 

 

 

 

Church of Our Saviour 
10 Amherst Street /PO Box 237 
 Milford, NH 03055-0237 

 

TIME DATED MATERIAL, PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schedule  Weekday Schedule 
 8:00 AM    Holy Eucharist     Wed, 11:30 AM     
 9:15 AM    Choir Rehearsal  Holy Eucharist, Lectionary at Lunch 

 9:45 AM    Nursery Care  

10:00 AM   Choral Holy Eucharist Office Hours 

    8:30 –3:30     Mon, Weds, Fri 

  

 

STAFF     
Rector:                            The Rev. Hays “Hank” Junkin 

Parish Administrator:                          Dawn Catalanotti 

Minister of Music:                        Carla Carney 

Church School Coordinator:                   Leah Riseman 

Sexton:                              Joe Anton 

Focus Editor:               Valerie Hungerford 

 
 

OFFICERS OF THE VESTRY 
Warden:                             Elizabeth Rotch 
Warden:                                       Chipper Brown 

Treasurer:                              Mae Landesman 

Parish Clerk:                           Joanne Conrad 

 
The FOCUS deadline is the Sunday after the Vestry meeting 

(which is usually the third Wednesday of the month). 

Submissions from parishioners are welcome. We retain the 

right to edit submitted material. 

The FOCUS is a monthly publication of The Church of Our 

Saviour - PO Box 237 Milford, NH 03055 

office@coosmilford.org 

P: (603) 673-3309 

F: (603) 672-2712 

www.coosmilford.org 

          The Church of Our Saviour is accessible. 

 

 

 

 

OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
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